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who saw in the Russian expansion in the Near East a menace to their trade and a potential threat to India. The fear of Russian designs on India became, indeed, an obsession with a long line of British statesmen from Wellington and Palmerston to Lord Curzon. The government of the shah, not without the instigation of English agents, denounced the Treaty of Gulistan, and in June, 18267 Persian troops crossed the Russian border. After some initial success, however, they met with reverses at the hands of a Russian corps commanded first by Ermolov and later by Paskevich, and in 1827 hostilities were transferred to Persian soil. The taking by assault of Erivan (October I, 1827) was followed by an advance of Russian troops towards Teheran and by the capitulation of the Persians. By the Treaty of Turkmanchay (February 22, 1828, N.S.) Russia acquired the provinces of Nakhichevan and Erivan and obtained the right to maintain a navy in the Caspian Sea. The tsar was now free to deal with Turkey.
The Turkish campaign proved very different from the "military excursion" imagined by Nicholas and his generals. Though Russian troops occupied Moldavia and Wallachia without resistance, after crossing the Danube early in June, 1828, they encountered stubborn Turkish opposition. Varna, an important stronghold on the Black Sea, was taken towards the end of the year. The Russians, however, failed in their attempt at subduing the fortresses of Shumla and Silistria, and were forced to retreat behind the Danube, where they established winter quarters. The 1828 campaign in the Caucasus, although conducted by a much smaller force than that on the Danube, was far more successful. The Russians gained possession of the Black Sea littoral with the ports of Anapa, Sukhum-Kale, and Poti, while a corps under Paskevich freshly arrived from Persia took by storm the reputedly impregnable fortress of Kars (June 23) and by autumn had reached the upper basin of the Euphrates. With the appointment early in 1829 of Field Marshal Dibich as commander in chief of the Russian Danubian army, the campaign in that theater entered into a new and decisive phase. The Turks suffered a major defeat at Kul-chava (May 30), Silistria capitulated (June 18), and a daring march over the Balkans brought Dibich to Adrianople, which surrendered without offering any resistance (August 8). By the end of August the Russian troops were within a few miles of Constantinople. Meanwhile Paskevich took Erzerum and was preparing to advance on Trebizond and Batum. Although the position of Dibich was precarious, with